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A Brand New Centre … Well, Almost …
Gannow Big Local has invested heavily in our
local community centre through the years and
this past year has been no exception.
Thanks to Local Trust, Gannow Big Local’s
funders, the partnership has been able to
invest an additional £50,000 in making
improvements, repairs and buying
items to make our Centre even
more welcoming for all of
Gannow residents. See inside
for more on the improvements
made to the Centre.

Win! Win! Win!

Win yourself a £20 Amazon Voucher!
See page 7 for more details

... And There’s More ...
There was a lot of work
done over the last 12
months at the Centre,
thanks to Gannow
Big Local’s generous
investment including:
New boiler to ensure
hot water is available for
hand washing, new foot

operated sanitisers in the
entrance and exit, hand
sanitisers in every room,
new Perspex tops for the
tables in the Café, PPE for
all staff and volunteers,
repairs to the roof and
ceiling, new bookcases for
the sharing library, portable

mirrors to create a dance
studio, new storage spaces
- the list goes on and on!
Come on down the Centre
to see for yourself how
great the Centre is looking.
No appointment necessary,
just call in and ask for a
look around.

New
Railings
The old railings had been
protecting the Centre for
as long as the building
had been in existence.
They had done a perfectly
good job and had been
the subject of a painting
project by the children
one summer a couple of
years ago.
Gannow Big Local
Partnership were
concerned that some of
the railings to the rear
of the Centre had been
damaged and had to
be removed leaving
the Centre exposed to

Tree Pandemic!
We have all been affected
by the worldwide
pandemic called Covid-19
– the Centre’s trees were no
exception. Their pandemic
was Ash Die-back Disease
and unfortunately they all
had to be cut down to stop
the disease spreading to
neighbouring trees.

Despite Fred’s hard work,
some of the tree stumps
refused to leave the
Centre. They have now
been cleverly turned into
beautiful feeders and a
bath for the birds.
vandalism and a lack of
security.

Some residents were
alarmed to see Fred and
his workers climbing the
trees to cut them down
safely. Apology letters
were posted through all of
the neighbours letterboxes
for the alarm caused.

As part of the Community
Facility Development
additional funding from
Gannow Big Local it was
decided to completely
renew the railings.
We now have lovely new
railings all around the
Centre with a couple of
new gates – giving added
security to those who use
and work in the Centre.

Big Local is funded by the Big Lottery Fund and managed by
Local Trust. Nationally we work with a range of partners to
deliver Big Local, building on the skills and experiences of
others to provide expert advice and support for residents

Giving
Something
Back
BPRCVS has some
wonderful volunteers who
have helped out over the
years, particularly in this
last year. Some help out
because they have some
spare time due to retirement,
some do it because they
want to give something
back after being supported
through a difficult time
themselves, some do it
because of a myriad of
reasons – the point is: they

do it because they want to
and we wouldn’t be able
to run Gannow Big Local,
BPRCVS or the Community
Centre without them.
Our volunteers have done
all sorts of things from
picking up prescriptions,
to cooking in the café, to
dropping off food bags, to
weeding in the community
garden and centre grounds
to meeting up as Gannow
Big Local Partnership
and making decisions
about what is needed
in the community ... and
everything in between!
If you would like to
volunteer some time – even
an hour a week can help
– please contact Lisa Ross
on 01282 433740 or email
lisa.ross@bprcvs.co.uk. If
you would like a chat about
what you could do, you
could always speak with
Alan at the Centre: 01282
436396 or email alan.
barnes@bprcvs.co.uk.

Look who’s back! The Café!

Due to Government
restrictions and some
of our lovely volunteers
having to shield, the
difficult decision to close
the popular community
café at the Centre was
taken in March 2020.
The pandemic meant we
had to re-think how we
were going to re-open the
café and provide affordable
food for residents, enabling
the community to come
together safely.

The Short Stay Café and
Takeaway was born! With
new picnic tables for
outdoor dining (weather
permitting, of course), it
means residents can still
meet up for that bacon
butty or even the (Almost)
World Famous Gannow
Big Breakfast. Having
a takeaway service has
helped people to still
come to the Centre for
affordable food and have
a chat with our lovely
volunteers and staff.

A new boiler ensures
everyone has safe water to
drink. New plates, cutlery,
kitchen equipment and a
brand new state of the art
oven means the Café is
open again and doing a
roaring trade!
The Short Stay Café and
Takeaway is open on Mon,
Wed and Fri mornings,
9.30 am to 12.30 pm. Ring
for more details on seating
arrangements, menu and
prices: 01282 436396.

Green Fingers!
Thanks to Gannow Big
Local BPRCVS has been
able to increase the beauty
(if that were possible!) of
the Community Garden by
adding more plants, trees
and shrubs.
We have also been able to
buy a petrol mower and

strimmer to make sure the
area is tidy along with some
tools to make it easier to
weed and plant.
With the help of volunteers,
David and Andrew
(pictured) the garden is
looking lovelier than ever
and will go on to create

more green space
in Gannow.
Volunteers are always
needed to help David
out – if you fancy a go at
scattering some seeds or
doing a bit of weeding
please give Alan a call
01282 436396

A Helping Hand
Gannow Food Share has
been supporting people
since 2019, the pandemic
meant it really came into
its own.

you for all you are doing,
you’re amazing.”
JS: “Me & my little girls
really appreciate the job
you are doing, your all
brilliant, so thank you
very much.”
HF: “How great that you
should care for others at a
time like this. The food bag
was great for essentials.”

The Food Share which
started as a really small
operation supporting
around 30 households in the
immediate area, grew over
the last 12 – 14 months and,
at its height, was supporting
1000 house-holds.
We couldn’t have done
it without support from
Sainsbury’s Fareshare
Trust, Greggs, Warburtons,
Bookers, Pendleside
Soroptomists and generous
donations from private
individuals – thank you all!

Woodbine Garden
resident: “We look forward
to our weekly free delivery
shop, it is so good of you
all to think about us.”

Not the start we were
hoping for the New Year!
The toddler group was due
to restart at the beginning
of January but sadly the
decision was made to
postpone our start date
to ensure the safety of
the families and our staff
during the latest lockdown.
Parents were obviously
disappointed as they really
appreciated the sessions
we did before Christmas.

allocated time to collect so
that we didn’t encourage
any ‘gatherings’.
For the parents who
weren’t able to attend we
did a follow up ‘doorstep
drop’ around the local area
so that all our members
could benefit from the
activity packs in time for
the half term break.
We attended a couple of
outdoor events organised by
Gannow Big Local to hand
out packs to parents and
random families passing by,
which was much appreciated.
‘Thank you for the goodies’
‘E had to try out the
stampers as soon as he
saw them’

MR: “It’s brilliant what you
are doing as we are really
struggling as I am a single
parent of 2 children.”

‘Thank you so much for
these playgroups it helps
so much to get us out’
‘Me and Freddie love playgroup, helps get us out and
lets Freddie see other people’

Just some of the comments
we have received from some
of the people supported by
the Food Share:
LH: “What a fantastic job
you are doing, especially
at this hard time”. “Thank

Supporting Families
... Even in lockdown

We continued to stay in
touch with families via
WhatsApp throughout this
tough time.

JR: “It is so helpful that you
are providing this service as
I look after 2 elderly people
who are housebound and
it is saving me the worry of
trying to shop for them. I
am so grateful that you’re
doing this.”
If you or anyone you know
is struggling, please do
ring Alex on 01282 436396
– no questions asked, we
only need your name and
address – don’t be afraid to
ask – we all need a helping
hand occasionally.

On Thursday the 11th of
February we organised
a ‘Click and Collect’ for
families to come to the car
park at Gannow and collect
some fun activity packs and
snacks for their children.
We sent out a WhatsApp
to parents and despite it
being a freezing cold day
we had several parents
who came out to collect
their packs, they were also
grateful to have a socially
distanced face to face chat.
To make sure we remained
Covid safe parents had an

‘Thank you so much for the
bag of goodies’
‘Aww lovely idea’
‘Thank you for my bag’
We re-opened on 14th
April!! Things are getting
back to ‘normal’ at last!
At our first session the parents
all enjoyed a takeaway bacon
sandwich from the newly
reopened café.
Thanks to funding from
Gannow Big Local we
will be continuing these
sessions for at least the
next year or two.
For more info or to book a
place, please ring 01282
435302 or email newera@
neweraburnley.co.uk.

What have we been doing?
Burnley Leisure
furloughed all staff
within the organisation
due to the Government
announcement in closing
gyms and leisure facilities
along with many local
community and voluntary
groups remaining closed
during this period. Active
Gannow wasn’t able to
deliver any activity during
a very long period of time.
This didn’t mean we were
doing nothing though!
We worked closely with
Burnley Together and
Gannow food Share
delivering food parcels to
the most vulnerable in our
communities.
The team was also in regular
contact with young people
and families in Gannow.

people to slowly get back
to normal activities that
they are familiar with.
We have made some
new partnerships and
strengthened old ones
over this crisis period and
are looking forward to
delivering a worthwhile
youth engagement
programme for Gannow
young people.

We have been delivering
fun on-line Zoom classes
to children within the
GBL area.
The team was ‘unfurloughed’ at the end
of March and have been
working hard since then
to consult children and
families via mobile phone
texting and visiting home
addresses to see if they
wanted to take part in a
fun zoom session.
The team has been
regularly communicating
with volunteers on the
project along with Young
Gannow Big Local and
working in partnership
with Volunteer Burnley
regularly tracking steps and
calories via fitness tracker
devices and feedback the
results on a weekly basis.

Day

Session

Tuesday

This has been fantastic for
the young volunteers and
engagement has been very
positive amongst the group.

Venue

Thanks to Gannow Big Local
funding we will be able to
continue to deliver much
needed sessions for children
and young people for at
least the next year or two.
For more information or to
find out what new sessions
are being delivered please
contact Wes: wwinchester@
burnley.gov.uk

The programme below
will be delivered in 6-week
blocks and new sessions
will be added to the
programme as and when
they are booked. This
will also allow the young
Time

Age/Gender

Cost

Room

Circus Skills &
Gannow Community
Balloon Modelling Centre

17:30-18:30

Mixed (7-14)

FREE

Sports Hall

Street Dance
workshop

Gannow Community
Centre

18:00-18.45

Mixed (7-14)

FREE

Upstairs

Youth Night Multisports

Gannow Community
Centre

18:30 - 19:30

Mixed (7-14)

FREE

Sports Hall

Youth Night - arts
session

Gannow Community
Centre

18:30 - 19:30

Mixed (7-14)

FREE

Lounge

Wednesday

Girls Kickboxing

Gannow Community
Centre

18:00-19:00

Female (7-14)

FREE

Upstairs

Friday

Rugby Coaching*

Prairie Sports Village

19.00-20.00

Mixed (7-14)

FREE

3G Pitch

We’re Still Here!
Yes, you don’t get rid of us that easily! Covid tried and
failed to keep us closed. BPRCVS has worked hard to
keep everyone safe and the Centre open. We were open
throughout and are really happy that the groups are now
able to return - the Centre is noisy again! The Team are
a friendly bunch and are happy to sit and have a brew
and chat with you if you feel a bit shy. Look out for special
sessions or changes to sessions due to restrictions on
www.bprcvs.co.uk or on noticeboards outside the Centre.

Every Week

WEDNeSDAY Continued
Young At Heart
Social group where you can chat, take part in various games Inc.
bingo, watch a film or occasional trips out.
1pm – 3.30pm Contact Mary Talon 07708 799970

DLN Dance
5p – 8pm open age groups including over 18’s
Contact Grace Horn : 07577 490483

Active Gannow (funded by Gannow Big Local)
Girl’s self-defence classes
Come along to our girl’s self-defence class Ages 7 to 14 years old FREE!
6 pm – 7pm. Tel: 07976 321491 or wwinchester@burnleyleisure.co.uk.

BPRCVS Food share
Available Monday to Friday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. One per household
– Collection ONLY. If you would like to donate tins, dried goods,
sanitary products, toilet roll, soap, washing powder, etc., please
contact Alex on alex.martindale@bprcvs.co.uk or ring the Centre on
the number below.

THURSDAY
Masters of Martial Arts
Ju-Jitsu classes for 7-16 year old (Mixed) 6 - 7.30pm.
Tel 07861 882267 for more details & to register.

Gannow Community Café & Take-Away

Baby Buddies

9.30 a.m.- 12.30 p.m. Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday – ring
to order and take away or stay a while and sit outside (weather
permitting) on our brand new picnic tables or inside from 17th May
socially distanced – thanks Gannow Big Local!

Floor based on mats, refreshments provided.
Contact Rachel Aitchison 07483 339109 to qualification criteria.

MONDAY

Pyramid Self Help Group
Details above (Monday)

FRIDAY

Pyramid Self Help Group
Crafts, bingo, activities & Trips out
For people with mental health or physical disabilities
9am – 12.30pm

Gannow Community Café & Take-away Breakfast Club
See above.

Act One
A School for beginners Performing Arts. New School, New Faces,
New Friendships, New Experiences, New Dreams. 4pm – 5pm –
Drama & Musical Theatre 3-6yrs; 5pm – 6.30pm – Drama & Musical
Theatre 7-10yrs; 6.30 – 8pm – Drama & Musical Theatre 11+Yrs. Free
Taster Session on your 1st Visit. Term Times Only. Contact Leanne
Wharf: 07478 407470 - actoneburnley@gmail.com

TUESDAY
Pyramid Self Help Group
Details above (Monday)

Active Gannow (funded by Gannow Big Local)
Ages 7 – 14yrs Circus Skills & Balloon Modelling 5pm – 6.20pm
Street Dance Workshop 6.30pm – 7.30pm Multi Sports 6.30pm –
7.30pm Arts Session 6.30pm – 7.30pm All sessions FREE!!
Tel: 07976 321491 wwinchester@burnleyleisure.co.uk

WEDNeSDAY
Gannow Community Café & Take-away
Details above (Every Week)

Baby & Toddler Group
9am – 11.30am. Contact New Era for details 01282 435

Gannow Community Café
Details above (Every Week)

Babe in Arms
Baby massage 9.30 – 11.45am Alex Davies
alexatthebabeinarms@gmail.com

Gannow Community Café & Take-away Breakfast Club
Details above (Every Week)

Act One
Details above (Monday)

SUNDAY
Ashworth’s Dance Academy
Fun, friendly & professional dance classes from parent & tot classes
(ages 18 months+) to ISTD primary Ballet & Tap class. Primary Ballet
age 7+ Pre-Primary Ballet, ballet & tap age 5+ Shooting stars age
4-5 Twinkle Toes age 3-4 Jingle Tots age 18 months – 3 years. For full
details, times and charges please contact Ronnia – 07530916959 or
ashworthsdanceacademy@gmail.com.

The Centre is Covid-19 Safe with hand sanitisers,
limited numbers permitted in each room and
clean-downs throughout the day. All groups must
observe social distancing an the Rule of 6.
Contact Alan Barnes Centre Coordinator on 01282
436396 or alan.barnes@bprcvs.co.uk for further info,
questions, ideas of any groups or activities you would
like to run or attend or to book a room for any group.

Competition

Time!
Both adults and children
can enter – all ages. The
winners will be chosen
by Gannow Big Local
Partnership and will feature
in the 2022 Gannow Big
Local Calendar which
will be delivered to all
households in the Gannow
Big Local area.
You can colour one of
the pictures on the next
page or create your own
picture of Gannow, of your
family or of somewhere
you like to go to relax or of
something you like to do
to relax.
Pictures must be no bigger
than A4 (the same size as
this page) and must be

Win
yourself
a £20
Amazon
Voucher!
landscape (long edges to
the top and bottom).
There will be 12 winners
– 11 winners will receive
a £10 Amazon Voucher
and the overall winner will
feature on the front page
of the Calendar and win a
£20 Amazon Voucher.
Please complete the
following form and submit

along with your picture
to Gannow Community
Centre, Adamson Street,
Burnley BB12 6RB or take a
photograph of your picture
and your form and email
to alex.martindale@bprcvs.
co.uk by 12 noon on 24th
September 2021. Any
entries received after this
time will not be submitted
to the panel for judging.

Calendar 2022 Competition
Name:
Address:
Age:
Email address:
Telephone number:
In accordance with GDPR the information you have provided will be stored safely and securely in BPRCVS’ file
storage. The purpose of this data is for BPRCVS to access your details, including contact details, to determine the
winners of this competition and contact the winners accordingly. Your records are completely confidential and only
BPRCVS staff and Gannow Big Local volunteers will have access to them. No information will be shared with other
third parties without prior agreement. BPRCVS will store this data no longer than is required to run the competition
(maximum 12 months). To view your rights as the Data Subject please visit BPRCVS’ privacy policy at www.bprcvs.
co.uk/index.php/privacy-policy, printed copies available on request.

